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THE SOUTH, AND SOUTHERN FURNITURE
’ {

HE AnpErsoN GALLERIES have become a great market
for early A_meﬂcg'i furniture; yet | the numerous collec-
tions offered by auction have pra,ctxca,lly all been gathered in
the North, with only occasional addmcims of Southern speci-

!

mens.
The Anderson Galleries have now! the pleasure of offer-

ing by public auction the important collection of early Ameri-
can furniture gathere by Mors. Carohne Coleman Duke, of
Richmond, Virginia. [Mrs. Dukeis of an old and well-known
Southern family. She has been active for years in every en-
deavor to preserve the, Lradmons, historic reminiscences and
art treasures of the outh, mdxwduaﬂy and in connection
with the various patriptic and historic societies of - Virginia.
. She has collected an’aqlue furniture all over the South, going
as far as Georgia. Her collection is- typically Southern, and
brings to the Northerner a distihctive ﬁavor of an unknown
land. : 3 |
- It is an unknown land. indeed. Northerners go in in-
creasing numbers southward. The South, before the Civil
War a land of romancg to -the Northerq.er, has again become
the land of romance; and, by a strange 1rony of fate, the North-
erner tries to penetrate the spirit of this 1and and this romance,
by patronizing the Hot Springs and ’VV hite Sulphur resorts
in Vzrgmla, Pinchurst | and Asheville llil North Carolina,
Augusta in Georgia, and in Florida the semi-tropical Winter
~ resorts, efficiently run by Northerners m a Southern stage
setting. The real South is veiled ina F Fata Morgana, a mirage
that conceals what it seems to make clear.
- The explanation is not very difficult to find. The real
muth is really invisible. | The casual visitor from the North
ho registers coldly, without any attempt to penetrate the
';;'amiliar perhaps sees more, and sees it more distinctly than
222 desirous but disappointed seeker after Southern romance.
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walk through the outskirts of Rxchmor%d a glance over the
'f**ﬂs River, from Chwnlulbora,ze Park, pcrhaps teaches the
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Northerner more than the studied attempt to get intouch
with Southern life. For Southern life| is sui generis—of itself,
alone. It is a matter of families, relationships, traditions, en-
vironment. Everybody’s attitude changes automatxcally with
the arrival of the outsider. Continaous movement is charac-
teristic of the North,—the Westwardn push, from Europe to
. New York, from New York to Chlcag;o, from Chicago to the
North-west, to Denver, to Los Angé es. The great stream
of immigration passed through Northern gateways, filbm east
to west, spreading fan-wise as it Went’ + The Southern push’
westward: reached Missouri, Arkansab Texas, beyond the
Mississippi; but it scarcely went furthes. In the North, family
means little, opportunity much. The pushing immigrant has
no past; he his only a future. The Southern population, not
contmually stirred up by the turbulent stream from Europe,
is stationary, moving only in circles, circumscribed by both

. present and pasti. |
The Northerner, always i in ahurry, limits his conception

of the South to a few traditional idess.] The women roman-
ticize, while the men see in the. Southland a country of large
plantations, unindustrial gentlemen, cotton or tobacco grow-
ing, and leisurely life. The advertisements of a certain brand
of Virginia tobacco *harp almost With; genius on these old
strings. : .
Here again, a glance over Richmond, with its smolestack
by smokestack, the interminable roofsi of the Tredegar Iron
Worlks of Civil War fame, teaches a lesson. The South, after
all, must have had a good deal of md‘jstry to be able to keep
large armies fully equlpped with clothing, artillery, weapons
and ammunition during a four-year stru gle A country oflarge
landed properues only could not have held out forsuch a period:
‘the backbone of a solidly established middle class in the towns
was necessary to carry on, and the rows and rows of well-to-do
houses in Richmond or Chaleston show that these cities con-
tain a prosperous middle class of long f':stabhshed city dwellers

that parallels successfully Philadelphia and Boston.
Furniture from the South is therefore not only furniture

coming from the landed gentry of the larée plantations. Itisalso
furniture of the well-to-do middle class c1ﬁzens of the seaboard
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towns. On the other hand, the agricultural
om mahogany an
ne furniture of tl

“one horse” farmer, Fr
only one step to the pii
maple and cherry of the
town in New England is
istic of much Southern fu
for the large rooms which
are to be kept cool dunng

almost absent.
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districts lacked the
d walnut there is
he pioneer. The
well-to-do inhabitant of the small
Another character-
rniture is its spacmusness, designed
shut off from the glare of the sun,_
the hot season. tI have never seen

such gigantic beds as I saw in the South, In New York one

would make a two-room-a
Mrs. Duke, of cou

these monuments of a gigantic age.

ence for the smaller and
charm transforms new interi
like feeling that every hom
ural that within her cirtle of

d-bath apartment out of such a bed.

rze, did not send \up North any of

Her taste shows prefer-
better—proportloned pieces whose
riors and conveys the subtle home-
e-maker desires. | It was also nat-
f Southern life, she should feel par-

ticularly attracted by specimens that reflect Southem traditions.

We may mention the ov

table, formerly in the hom
Needham, Va.; the Queen
Kenmore, Fredericksburg,

“Betty” Washington, and

owned by Mary Washingto

Mrs. Duke found s

places; especially in the ti
region of Jamestown, where

2l mahogany Hepplewhlte dining
e of Chancellor Creed Taylor of
Anne mahogany side chair from

formerly in the possessmn of
the important Adam serving table,

n, mother of George Washmgton |
some of her pleces in quaint old
dewater counnesz of Virginia, the
Americaunder the new dispensation

first began, and of Yorktg
One interesting example 1
the Quantico Creek, an aff
busy place of shipping, rea
the gradual drying up of the

ing size of seagoing vessels,

l

ched by seagomg vessels.
e creek and the gradually increas- -

wn, the real b1rth of the nation.
hay be mentioned. Dumfties, on

uvent of the Potemac, was once a

With

the place was almost deserted, and

the traveller of to-day wonders why such stately houses were

ever built in Dumfries, Va.
der, but buys.—But we hav,
of Northern explorers to tl
Mrs. Duke. Therefore no

The antiquarian does not won-
e not the right to direct a stream
he Southern hul‘;liti_ng grounds of
more may be told.

R. M. RIEFSTIE{&HL‘, Pu.D.
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